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1 . I VERY MUCH APPRECIATED YOUR EXCELLENT ASSESSMENT OF 
ISRAELI MOTIVATIONS IN THE CURRENT LEBANESE SITUATION. 

IT IS ENCOURAGING TO HEAR THAT THERE MAY BE A GREATER 
UNDER.TANDING WITHIN THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT THAT 
FRUSTRATION OF THE SYRIAN PURPOSES IN LEBANON COULD 
WORK, AND PROBABLY WOULD WORK, AGAINST ISRAEL'S BEST 
INTERESTS. WHILE A CEASEFIRE IS NOW IN EFFECT THERE, 

IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT THE QUESTION OF SYRIAN INTERVENTION 
WILL AGAIN BECOME CRITICAL. ASAD BELIEVES, AND WE ARE 
INCLINED TO AGREE WITH HIM, THAT IT WILL BE 
DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN THE CEASEFIRE THROUGH 
A PERIOD OF MAJOR POLITICAL MOVEMENT AND INTENSE POLITICAL 
MANEUVERING WITHOUT ANY CENTRAL FORCE TO IMPOSE ORDER. 

IT SEEMS ALL TOO LIKELY THAT THE LEFTISTS, AWARE OF 
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MAJOR POLITIC AL/ECON OMIC CHANGES IN THEIR FAVOR AND 
WILL RENEW THE FIGHTING IF THEY BELIEVE IT NECESSARY 
TO PUT ON MORE PRESSURE. 

2. THIS PROJECTION NOTWITHSTANDING, HOWEVER, WE ARE STILL 
CONCERNED THAT SYRIAN MILITARY INTERVENTION WOULD BRING 
WITH IT VERY SERIOUS RISKS OF ISRAELI COUNTERMOVES. I 
AGREE THAT WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO REDUCE THIS RISK BY THE 
MEANS YOU SUGGEST, BUT THERE COULD CERTAINLY BE NO 
ASSURANCE THAT WE WOULD SUCCEED IN RESTRAINING ISRAEL. 

WE VERY MUCH HOPE THEREFORE, THAT THE SYRIANS, WITH 

OUR HELP NOW THAT DEAN BROWN IS ON THE SCENE, CAN WORK 
OUT THE POLITICAL EVOLUTION WITHOUT THE NEED FOR 
ADDITIONAL FORCE. ANY KIND OF SYRIAN PEACE-KEEPING 
FORCE WOULD BE A VERY LAST RESORT. 

3. YOU SHOULD CONSIDER THE ABOVE THOUGHTS FOR YOUR 

INFORMATION ONLY AT THIS POINT, BUT I WOULD APPRECIATE 
ANY FURTHER COMMENT YOU MAY HAVE, AS THE SITUATION 
DEVELOPS, ON ISRAELI REACTIONS TO WHAT IS HAPPENING 
IN LEBANON AND ON THEIR LIKELY RESPONSE TO ANY FURTHER 
INTRODUCTION OF SYRIAN FORCE. 

4. IN THE LATTER CONNECTION DINITZ REPORTED TO ME THIS 
MORNING THAT THE ISRAELIS HAD INFORMATION OF A SYRIAN 
COMMANDO BATTALION HAVING BEEN INTRODUCED INTO TRIPOLI. 
THE INFORMATION WAS SENT TO US BY ALLON, WHO ASKED THAT 
WE TAKE SOME ACTION ON THE MATTER. OUR ESTIMATE THAT 
THE ISRAELIS, IN DOING THIS, ARE TRYING TO MAKE A RECORD 
FOR HOME CONSUMPTION IS FORTIFIED BY A DAVAR STORY FROM 
DAVAR'S WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT BARNEA TO THE EFFECT 
THAT ISRAEL HAS WARNED SYRIA THREE TIMES, VIA THE U.S., 
AGAINST INT ERVENTION IN LEBANON. WE ASSUME THIS CAME 
FROM ISRAELI SOURCES AND WE ARE WARNING THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT THROUGH DINITZ AGAINST MAKING THIS KIND OF 
POLITICAL CAPITAL OUT OF A SITUATION AS EXPLOSIVE AS 

THAT IN LEBANON. YOU SHOULD MAKE THE SAME POINT. KISSINGER 
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